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Datchet Parish Council  
1 Allen Way, Datchet, Berkshire, SL3 9HR 

 Telephone: 01753 773499 
 

Clerk to the Council – Mrs Sonia Masikito 
Email: clerk@datchetparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Website: www.datchetparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF DATCHET PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON MONDAY 2ND JUNE 2025 AT 7.00PM 

 

Present:  (11 Members) Cllr. D. Buckley (Chairman), Cllr. S. Young, Cllr E. Larcombe, Cllr. I. 
Bacon, Cllr. M. Davies, Cllr I. Thompson, Cllr. C. Wise, Cllr. A. Clemens, Cllr D. 
Loveridge, Cllr A. Whelan, Cllr T O’Flynn. 

 
In attendance: Clerk - Mrs. S. Masikito, Finance Assistant – Mrs J. Freeland 
 
Public:   There were 100 members of the public present and 2 members of the press. 
 
There is no audio recording of the meeting.  
 
25/41 APOLOGIES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 Apologies for absence were received from: Cllr. S. Glover, Cllr. D. Sanders 
 Absent without apologies: Cllr C. Jones 

 

The Chair welcomed all to the meeting, which had been arranged by the Parish Council to 
facilitate the residents’ concerns regarding the use of The Manor Hotel. 

 

25/42 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 None. 
 

25/43 PRESENTATION: HISTORY AND CONTEXT 
A presentation was given to the meeting by Cllr A. Whelan, which gave the history, 
background to the recent use of the hotel and what the future may be for The Manor Hotel. 
See appendix A attached to these minutes. 
 

The Chair advised that RBWM and The Manor Hotel owners were invited to this meeting but 
they were unavailable to attend. 
 

The Chair read out an email from Andrew Durrant, RBWM, Director of Place Services, which 
provided clarification on RBWM’s involvement with the Manor Hotel. It advised that the 
hotel has now ceased being used for asylum seekers and that accommodation has closed 
and there was no current contract held with the hotel. See appendix B attached to these 
minutes. 
 

The Chair also advised that the Parish Council had received an email from The Manor Hotel 

owners, who apologised for not attending the meeting but would attend a private meeting 
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with the Parish Council.  This is scheduled to take place on 06.06.25, subject to confirmation, 

he asked residents points or questions, which he would take to that meeting and report back 

at the Council meeting on the 09.06.25.  

25/44 PUBLIC FORUM (GENERAL QUESTIONS) 
Questions and comments were received from the public, summary of points raised:- 

i) Who funds and supervises homeless people, is this a contracted intention by and 
to an outside agency? RBWM to confirm Yes or No, Owners?  

ii) What can be done to remove the owners from Datchet, as they were by the 
residents of Henley, with regard to the damage they have inflicted on Datchet 
over the past years.  

iii) A comment was made that the owners have stated their intention to refurbish the 
hotel bedrooms and re-open as a hotel. It was noted that refurbishment work has 
already begun. A resident expressed the view that if the owners are to succeed, 
they will need the support of local residents. A successful reopening could 
potentially encourage more businesses to return to the village. 

iv) Another resident felt that Datchet already has sufficient activity to support 
business and tourism, noting its proximity—only five minutes—to Windsor. 

v) A resident read aloud a list of questions for the Council to consider during the 
evening’s discussion. The Chair clarified that the purpose of the meeting was for 
the Parish Council to facilitate communication between residents and The Manor 
Hotel. 

vi) Concerns were raised regarding the use of the hotel by groups of unvetted 
individuals, and questions were asked about what legal options exist to prevent 
such use. 

vii) It was noted that the hotel owners have commissioned a new website that 
actively promotes Datchet. https://www.manorhoteldatchet.com/  

viii) Borough Councillor Jodie Grove reported that she had spoken with LM at RBWM, 
who confirmed there was no current intention to use the hotel again for previous 
purposes. She questioned why Datchet Parish Council (DPC) had not reached out 
to RBWM for this information, and emphasized the need for a transparent and 
appropriately managed approach. 

ix) Residents requested written assurances from the hotel confirming that it will not 
be used—now or in the future—for non-commercial purposes, citing past 
assurances that were not upheld. 

x) There was a strong call for the hotel owners to be open, honest, and inclusive of 
the local community in their plans. 

xi) A suggestion was made to hold a community event or launch date to introduce the 
reopened hotel to residents and visitors. 

xii) One resident noted that while the hotel itself may be of limited use to locals, the 
restaurant and bar could help generate activity and appeal in the village, especially 
for passing traffic. 

 

The Chair reiterated that the presentation given at the beginning of this meeting, shows the 
history of the use of the hotel and that there had been a repetitive pattern by the owners. 
He commented that the Borough and community could look at having supplementary 
planning controls put in place for hotels, although he advised this would not control any 
requests from the Home Office. 

https://www.manorhoteldatchet.com/
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25/45 TO DISCUSS ONGOING CONCERNS RELATING TO THE MANOR HOTEL 
A resident, Mr I. Thompson, had contacted Jack Rankin, MP for Windsor and read out his 
response email, which advised that he would support the village in any way he can as a MP. 
See appendix C to these minutes. 

 

25/46 PUBLIC FORUM (CLARIFICATION QUESTIONS) 
 Residents raised the following points: 

i)  It was proposed that a working group be established, comprising members of the 
Parish Council, representatives of the hotel ownership, and members of the 
community. The aim would be to collaboratively explore the hotel's plans, identify any 
challenges or needs, and develop mutually beneficial solutions. 

ii)  An online petition was suggested as a way to gauge community interest and identify 
residents willing to actively support and engage with the hotel’s future. 

iii)  It was noted that the village would benefit from a quality venue suitable for hosting 
meetings, parties, and community events. 

iv)  A resident referenced the National Trust, which owns and manages heritage buildings, 
and questioned whether The Manor Hotel might be eligible for such support. It was 
suggested that a trust could be established, with the community contributing 
financially. 

v)  It was recommended that the restaurant be operated as a separate entity. High-
quality catering and a well-run bar were seen as key components for success.  

 

25/47 ACTIONS ARISING FROM THE MEETING 
Cllr Susan Young summarised some of the points raised, would take these to the meeting with 
the owners on the 06.06.25 and report back to the Council meeting on 09.06.25. 

i) To meet and find out what the owners plans are and to request this in writing. 
ii) Advise that residents are willing to support them in continuing as a hotel. 
iii) Advise that the residents would consider being part of a working group to support the  
        owners.  
iv) Suggest that the restaurant and bar could be run separately.  
v) To be honest, open and transparent. 

 

She commented that trust takes time to build but the planned meeting is a good start. 
 

The Chair commented he would report back to the next Council meeting. 
 

25/48 THE NEXT MEETING OF THE COUNCIL WILL BE HELD ON MONDAY 9TH JUNE 2025 
  
 

THE CHAIR THANKED THOSE WHO ATTENDED THE MEETING  

AND CLOSED THE MEETING AT 8.26PM 

  

         ________________________ 

          CHAIRMAN 
 
 



4  Initial: 

 

 

APPENDIX A 
 

 



5  Initial: 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



6  Initial: 

 

 

 
 
 



7  Initial: 

 

 
 



8  Initial: 

 

 

 
 



9  Initial: 

 

 

 

 



10  Initial: 

 

 

 



11  Initial: 

 

APPENDIX B  

 
 
 
 



12  Initial: 

 

 

APPENDIX C 

 
Statement from MP Jack Rankin  
 

 
 


