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Datchet Parish Council  
1 Allen Way, Datchet, Berkshire, SL3 9HR 

 Telephone: 01753 773499 
 

Email: clerk@datchetparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Website: www.datchetparishcouncil.gov.uk 

                                             

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING OF DATCHET PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON 
MONDAY 8TH JUNE 2026 AT 7.00PM 

 
Present:  (11 Members) Cllr. D. Buckley (Chairman), Cllr. S. Young (Vice-Chair), Cllr. E. Larcombe, Cllr. I. 

Bacon, Cllr. M. Davies, Cllr. I. Thompson, Cllr. C. Wise, Cllr. D. Loveridge, Cllr. A. Whelan, Cllr. B. 
Picot, Cllr. P. Burden. 

 
In attendance: Clerk – Mrs Masikito, Deputy Clerk - Mrs. H. Glanville 
 
Borough Councillors: Cllr. D. Buckley and Cllr. E. Larcombe  
 
Public:  There were 3 members of the public present. 
 
Recording of this meeting is available on the website 
 
 

26/43 APOLOGIES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. T. O’Flynn, Cllr. D. Sanders, Cllr. A. Buck, Cllr. A. Clemens 

 

26/44 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME:  
Resident 1: Spoke about Mays Island, the appearance of the village, litter-picking and rubbish-clearance 
activity, Wild About Datchet and the recreation-ground waterway/ditch. He asked the Council to support 
environmental care projects and involve community volunteers where possible. 

The Chairman said the Council supported community initiatives and referred to a working group 
involving Datchet, Horton and Wraysbury Parish Councils, contact with local businesses, Colne Valley and 
Groundwork, and the intention to continue environmental work through the Strategic plan and budget 
process. He noted that Mays Island remained a rolling item and that the area was constrained by the 
concrete base and access points for utilities and Network Rail infrastructure. 

Cllr. D. Loveridge and Cllr. I. Thompson said the recreation-ground ditch had to be considered first as part 
of the village flood-protection arrangements. It was linked to the Datchet Common Brook, Linchfield 
Brook, AL39 and wider Environment Agency/RBWM modelling. Once flooding and drainage 
requirements were better understood, biodiversity and amenity improvements could be considered 
alongside them. 
 
Resident 2. A resident of Cobb Close spoke against the proposal to fence off the Cobb Close entrance to 
the Land at Mill Place/LAMP. He said the access was important for pedestrian access to nature, stated 
that motorbikes were more commonly using other access points, and suggested a stile or kissing gate 
instead. The Chairman confirmed the matter would be considered under agenda item 26/53(c). 

 

26/45  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
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Cllr. D. Loveridge declared an interest in relation to the Land at Mill Place/LAMP because he lives behind 
the site. He stated that he would approach the matter with an open mind and in the interests of the 
village. 

Cllr E. Larcombe stated that he has been Chair of DRCCT since 2019. 
The Chairman advised that DRCCT matters would not be discussed at the meeting as it is not on agenda 
and there is an ongoing legal dispute, he also clarified that Cllr Larcombe is not recognised as Chair of 
DRCCT. 
 

26/46 MINUTES 
To agree that the minutes of the ASM and Council meeting held on 11th MAY 2026 be signed by the 
Chairman as a true record. 
RESOLVED: The Chairman signed off the minutes as an accurate representation of the meeting. Proposed 

by Cllr. D. Buckley and seconded by Cllr. S. Young and UNANIMOUSLY AGREED. 

 

26/47 MATTERS ARISING. 
Cllr. E. Larcombe referred to his question at the previous meeting about how much concrete had 
recently been laid at the cemetery. Cllr. C. Wise said the matter was covered in her cemetery report; Cllr. 
E. Larcombe stated that it did not answer his question. The Chairman advised that it could be raised 
under the cemetery item if required. 
 

26/48 GENERAL 

a. Chairmans report – Deferred a report because of the length of the agenda. 

b. Clerks Report – no report due to Annual Leave and significant workload. Correspondence relating to 
AL39 and to the Cobb Close/LAMP item had been circulated to councillors. The Clerk confirmed that all 
correspondence received had been shared as appropriate. 
 

26/49 PLANNING 

a. To agree responses to new applications listed on the attached planning addendum and note Planning 
Decisions APPENDIX A 
RESOLVED: A vote was taken and UNINIMOUSLY AGREED.  

b. Other planning matters, including any new  
i. 106 Allocations 

 None 
ii. Enforcement Matters. 
No new enforcement matters were reported. The Chairman noted the list prepared by Jo Stickland and 
the Datchet Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group and recorded the Council's appreciation. 

Cllr. I. Thompson raised concerns about his involvement in AL39 discussions relating to flooding and 
drainage. The Chair said the Council's representations and Cllr. Thompson's comments had been 
forwarded to the professional/legal team and that discussions were currently taking place between 
specialists, the planning authority and relevant agencies. Cllr. Thompson asked to be included in future 
conversations involving the legal/specialist team. 

 ACTION: Clerk to check Cllr. I. Thompson is included in future AL39 legal/specialist discussions where 

appropriate. 

Discussions took place about the Datchet Common Brook, Linchfield Brook, the Environment Agency, 
Thames Water, RBWM and the need for modelling. DNPG distinguished between the AL39 planning 
application and the separate offer from Matthew Homes to assist with clearing the Datchet Common 
Brook. 
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ACTION: Clerk to chase Matthew Homes and associated consultants for meeting dates regarding the 

Datchet Common Brook/AL39 drainage discussion. 

26/50    FINANCE  
a.  To approve income and expenditure up to 05th JUNE 2026 – Chairman to sign pink sheet (paper) 

  RESOLVED: The Income and expenditure were approved and signed. Proposed by Cllr. D. Buckley and  
seconded by Cllr. S. Young and AGREED by majority vote (one abstention).  APPENDIX B 

b.   To approve the virement of funds from Cost Code 2400 (£669.95), Cost Code 2401 (£1,000), and Cost 
Code 2402 (£1,000) into Cost Code 2631 for repairs to the Titan Swing.  
RESOLVED: The virement of funds were approved. Proposed by Cllr.D. Buckley and seconded by Cllr. D. 
Loveridge and UNINIMOUSLY APPROVED. 
 

c.   LAMP Fly-Tipping Clearance – To approve the revised quotation of £4,900.00 and the virement of 
funds from Cost Code 2661 (£700) and Cost Code 2011 (£200) into Cost Code 2654.  
Council considered the revised quotation of £4,900 and related virement. The Clerk confirmed that the 
proposed contractor was a licensed waste handler. Members queried the cost and asked whether 
further quotations should be obtained. The proposal did not receive a seconder and therefore did not 
proceed to a vote. Five councillors supported bringing the LAMP fly-tipping clearance item back for 
review 

ACTION: Grounds lead/Clerk to seek further quotations for LAMP fly-tipping clearance, confirm waste-
carrier accreditation and return the matter to council 

d.  Councillor’s questions - None 
 

26/51 ADMINISTRATION 
a.  To note the Internal Auditors Report and consider recommendations. (paper). It was noted and no 

recommendations were made 
 

b. To consider and approve each assertion within the Annual Governance Statement, Section 1 of the 
AGAR for year ended 2025/2026 to authorise the Chair and the Clerk/RFO to sign the AGAR for 
submission to the external auditor. (paper)  

Each assertion was read to the meeting, fully considered by Council, and were agreed with a Yes 
response.  

Cllr. E. Larcombe raised concerns about assertion 9 relating to trust funds. The Chairman advised 
that matters relating to DRCCT were subject to mediation/legal processes and would not be debated 
at the meeting. 

Named vote was requested by Cllr. E. Larcombe.  
RESOLVED: The Council approved authorising Section 1 and for the Chair and the Clerk/RFO to sign 
the AGAR for submission to the external auditor 
Voted for: Cllr.s S. Young, D. Loveridge, C. Wise, A. Whelan, B. Picot, P. Burden, I. Bacon and D. 
Buckley (8) 

  Against: Cllr.s E. Larcombe, I. Thompson, M. Davies (3) 
Proposed by Cllr. D. Buckley and seconded by Cllr. D. Loveridge and AGREED by majority vote.  
 
Cllr. E. Larcombe stated that he intended to inspect the accounts as a member of the public and 
make a complaint to the external auditor. 

c.  To consider and approve the Accounting Statements, Section 2 of the AGAR for year ended 
2025/2026 to authorise the Chair to sign the AGAR for submission to the external auditor. (paper) 



 

4 
 

Cllr. E. Larcombe queried the statement that accounting figures excluded trust transactions. The 

Clerk advised that the Council did not administer trust funds in its accounts, that DHFE had its own 

accounts and that litigation expenditure had been approved separately by the Parish Council.  

RESOLVED: The chair is approved to sign the Accounting Statements, Section 2 of the AGAR for the 

year ended 2025/2026 for submission to the auditor. Proposed by Cllr. D. Buckley and seconded by 

Cllr.  D. Loveridge and AGREED by majority vote (one against and two abstentions). 

d. To agree the dates set for the period for the exercise of public rights as 11th June – 23rd July 2026. 
(paper) 
RESOLVED: The exercise of public rights dates are approved. Proposed by Cllr. D. Buckley and 
seconded by Cllr. A. Whelan and UNINIMOUSLY AGREED.  
 

e. To review Representatives for Datchet United Charities, Council to Protect Rural England and 
Connecting Communities in Berkshire deferred from ASM due to Cllr. T. O’Flynn being absent. 
(paper) 
The review of representatives for Datchet United Charities, the Council to Protect Rural England and 
Connecting Communities in Berkshire was deferred again due to Cllr. T. O'Flynn's absence. The Clerk 
had spoken with Cllr. O'Flynn and confirmed there were no outstanding issues requiring immediate 
Council decision. 

f.  To Permit access and rest stop at Recreation Ground/Scout Hut or DFC for a Palace-to-Palace Bike 
ride on October 4th 2026. (paper) 
RESOLVED: Access and a rest stop for the Palace-to-Palace Bike Ride on 4 October 2026 at the 
Recreation Ground/Scout Hut or Datchet Football Club were approved. Proposed by Cllr. D. Buckley 
and seconded by Cllr. P. Burden and UNANIMOUSLY AGREED.  

ACTION: Clerk to contact organiser to advise that approval was granted subject to confirming all 
litter be removed and leaving the site as found. 

g.  To approve the Dispensation Procedure Guide. (paper) 
RESOLVED: The Dispensation Procedure Guide was approved. Proposed by Cllr. D. Buckley and 

seconded by Cllr. S. Young and UNANIMOUSLY AGREED. 

h. Councillor’s Questions 
None 

 

26/52 BOROUGH COUNCILLOR’S REPORT: 

Cllr. E. Larcombe had nothing to report. Cllr. D. Buckley reported that there had been no recent 
Borough meetings of interest other than the mayoral selection meeting. Ward councillors continued to 
work with the community and residents were encouraged to contact ward councillors with issues or 
questions. 

  

26/53 GROUNDS 

a. Lead Councillors report  

Cllr. D. Loveridge gave a verbal report. Matters included the recreation-ground ditch, recreation-
ground pathways, riverfront seats and posts, and issues with motorbikes on the recreation ground. 
Quotes were being sought for pathway repairs, including possible paving or sealing options. Loose 
riverfront seating/posts would be reviewed. Cllr. Loveridge reported that the new grounds contractors 
had been slow to commence some works but had promised to attend in the following days and remain 
until outstanding work was complete. Councillors were asked to report any missed work or issues to 
him. 
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b. Mays Island upgrade proposal to remain on the agenda as a rolling item. (Cllr. Thompson) 

Mays Island remained a rolling item. Cllr. I. Thompson thanked residents for suggestions and said the 
matter should be considered through the next budget process. Members noted that any solution must 
allow access to utilities and infrastructure and may need to be removable/mobile. Cllr. A. Whelan 
suggested using communications to invite ideas from the community while clearly setting out the 
constraints. The Clerk noted that an interim legacy payment from a local resident had been received 
and could provide a possible funding source, subject to Council approval. 

ACTION: Cllr. I. Thompson/Grounds and Comms to prepare a public communication inviting ideas for 
Mays Island, setting out constraints and likely budget timetable. 

 

c. To agree the proposal to install fencing at the entrance by Cobb Close going on to LAMP to prevent 
fly-tipping and restrict motorcycle access to the land, which has previously resulted in items being 
dumped and set alight. Cllr. Loveridge (paper) 

Council debated the proposal to install fencing at the entrance by Cobb Close to prevent fly-tipping and 
restrict motorcycle access to the Land at Mill Place/LAMP. Members considered the resident's 
concerns about pedestrian access, suggestions for a kissing gate or stile, safety issues arising from 
motorbikes on the Recreation Ground, repeated fly-tipping and the absence of a formal right of way at 
that location. The debate noted that other access routes remained available, although less convenient, 
and that the proposal was a first step rather than a complete solution. 

RESOLVED: The Council approved installing fencing at the entrance by Cobb Close going on to LAMP to 
prevent fly-tipping and restrict motorcycle access. Proposed by Cllr. D. Loveridge and seconded by Cllr. 
C. Wise and AGREED by majority vote (two against).  

 

ACTION: Grounds lead/office to instruct the approved fencing works and monitor whether the fencing 
reduces motorbike access and fly-tipping. If the measure is ineffective, further options are to be 
brought back to Council 

 

d. Councillor’s questions 

Cllr. E. Larcombe reported that a large branch had fallen from a black poplar near the railway 
line/Scout Hut area and that, had anyone been underneath, there could have been serious injury. The 
office confirmed that tree works were already being arranged, but the Chairman asked that the matter 
be treated as an emergency if necessary. 

ACTION: Office to report the fallen black poplar branch to the tree contractor as an urgent safety 
matter and consider temporary warning signage if advised. 

Cllr. E. Larcombe asked about watering the orchard. Cllr. D. Loveridge said the grounds contractor 
would water when on site and the office noted that a hose was available for volunteers on office days 
if required. 

 

26/54 CEMETERY 

a. Lead Councillors report – Report circulated. Cllr. C. Wise 

Cllr. C.Wise reported abusive behaviour towards her at a recent funeral and said the office and 
cemetery lead had discussed measures to mitigate any recurrence. Stills would be taken of the 
individuals involved so they could be identified if that family used the cemetery again. A further 
Datchet funeral was expected in the coming weeks, involving a walk from St Mary's. 

Main immediate concern was the continuing complaints about the cemetery grounds maintenance. 
The cemetery had not received a final cut by the previous grounds contractor and the new contractor 
had prioritised other village work. The Clerk and office had repeatedly contacted the contractor and 
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expected remedial action. Cllr. C. Wise said the cemetery looked unacceptable and that lessons needed 
to be learned. 

The Council noted the generosity of the Norris family. Cllr. C. Wise reported that 20% of the estate had 
been left to the cemetery and 20% to the Parish Council, and that interim payments had been received. 
The cemetery element provided £100,000 for maintenance and improvements. 

 

b. To approve the installation and expenditure for a gate on the southern boundary of the cemetery. 
Cllr. Wise (paper) 
Cllr. Wise explained that a security fence had historically been installed inside the true boundary, 
leaving land on the Penn Road side difficult to maintain and subject to overgrowth and fly-tipping. A 
locked gate would allow Parish Council personnel to access and maintain the land properly. 

RESOLVED: The Council approved the installation and expenditure for a gate on the southern boundary 
of the cemetery. The gate will be kept locked except when used by Parish Council personnel and will 
use a appropriate parish council issue padlocks.  Proposed by Cllr. C. Wise and seconded by Cllr. D. 
Loveridge and AGREED by majority vote (one against).  

c. Councillor’s questions  
The Chairman raised the need for a planned maintenance programme for Parish Council properties and 
assets, including regular inspections of cemetery buildings, paths, the chapel and other council 
property. Cllr. D. Loveridge said a two-year property-review process had previously been established 
through the office. Cllr. A. Whelan said a simple six-month review could be useful. The Clerk noted that 
managed properties such as 38 Ditton Road and 24A The Green were inspected by agents, with issues 
brought to the office and relevant lead member. 

ACTION: Office/Strategic Plan Working Group to review or reinstate a planned maintenance schedule 
for Parish Council property and assets, including inspection frequency and budget implications. 
 
At 8.50pm the Chair requested an extension for 30 minutes to the meeting. The proposal was 
UNANIMOUSLY AGREED. 

 

26/55 EVENTS 

a. Lead councillors report – No report. Cllr. A. Clemens 

 

b. Councillor’s Questions  
 None 

 

26/56 PROPERTIES: 

a.  Lead councillors report – Report Circulated. Cllr. D.Sanders 

The Clerk reported that the library window project was expected to start shortly. Retesting of the 
polycarbonate specification had passed and the contractor had been instructed; confirmation of dates 
was awaited. 

The Chair reported a call from a resident living above the Bridge Cafe/24A The Green concerning 
deteriorating health and potential adaptations such as handrails. The resident had been referred to the 
managing agent and to RBWM for an assessment of needs. The Clerk confirmed she had already been 
in contact with the agent regarding this matter. 

 

b.  Councillor’s Questions 
None 
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26/57 HIGHWAYS 

a. Lead councillors report – Report Circulated. Cllr. B. Picot 

Cllr. B. Picot reported that RBWM Highways had responded that there was no budget for the proposed 
crossings. Members noted that the crossings appeared in strategic/longer-term plans and that the 
Council should challenge or push back on the response. 

ACTION: Cllr. B. Picot/Chair to follow up with RBWM regarding the crossing proposals and budget 

position. 

b. To consider the proposal for establishing a Community Speed Watch Group (deferred from last 
meeting). Cllr. B. Picot (paper)  
Cllr. Picot introduced the deferred proposal to establish a Community Speed Watch group. He 
recommended a structured approach, including community engagement, volunteers, visibility, the 
right equipment and communications support. He emphasised that the visibility of the scheme was 
central to its effectiveness. 

RESOLVED: The Council approved establishing a Datchet Community Speed Watch group. Proposed by 

Cllr. B. Picot and seconded by Cllr. S. Young and UNANIMOUSLY AGREED.  

ACTION: Cllr. B. Picot to lead the setup of the Community Speed Watch group, work with Comms on 

recruitment and visibility, and contact the Wraysbury Speed Watch group for experience and 

coordination. 

c. Councillor’s Questions. 
None 

 

26/58 FLOODING AND DRAINAGE 

a. Lead councillors report – Report Circulated – Cllr. I. Thompson 

Cllr I. Thompson reported a letter from MP Jack Rankin regarding the Environment Agency's intention 
to drain Taplow Sluice next year, carry out substantial works and create a bypass on the Jubilee River. 
These works would not take place this year, meaning the Jubilee River would remain in its current state 
over the coming winter. 

 In response to a question, Cllr Thompson said he did not yet have enough detail to assess the 
 impact on Datchet and needed to meet the Environment Agency and speak to Ben Crampin to 
 understand the proposed works, including any implications of bypassing the Jubilee River below 
 Taplow Sluice. 

ACTION: Cllr I. Thompson to seek further detail from the Environment Agency and Ben Crampin 
regarding the Taplow Sluice/Jubilee River works and report back to Council. The MP's letter is to be 
shared with the Clerk and all councillors. 

Cllr S. Young reported that the Flood mobile event had gone well, with a steady stream of residents 
and useful digital assets. She asked that the material be shared with Mary from the relevant flood-
resilience team and said she wanted to rehearse the flood plan in the autumn. 

ACTION: Comms/office to share flood-event digital assets and support preparations for an autumn 
flood-plan rehearsal. 

b. Councillor’s Questions 
None 

 

26/59 COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Lead councillors report – Report Circulated – Cllr. A. Whelan 
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Cllr A. Whelan reported that the Flood mobile communications had gone well and that a new 
Instagram account, "Datchet Parish Council Official", had been set up. The old Instagram account, 
which was still appearing first in searches, needed to be deleted or formally closed down. 

 

ACTION: Office to request/instruct closure of the old Datchet Parish Council Instagram account or 
otherwise take steps to remove it from use. 

 

Cllr Whelan reported that the CCTV process for fly-tipping enforcement had produced a successful 
outcome and that the quality of the Council's CCTV evidence had been useful. She said residential and 
commercial fly-tippers should be aware that the Council now had a process. 

Cllr Whelan had met with Wild About Datchet and the office to discuss a possible revival of the group 
and how it might support the Council's strategic environmental objectives. The Chair advised that if the 
Council's name was to be used formally or support was to be endorsed by Council, the matter should 
be brought to a future meeting as a motion. 

 

ACTION: Cllr A. Whelan to bring any formal proposal for DPC support of Wild About Datchet to a future 
Council meeting if Council endorsement/name use is required. 

 

Cllr Whelan also outlined early ideas for a food market and other pop-up community events. She would 
explore viability and bring proposals back to Council if appropriate, particularly ahead of budget 
discussions. 

 

c. Councillor’s Questions 

None 

 

26/60 WORKING GROUPS  

a. To receive reports from working groups 

None 

b. To receive update for the Datchet Neighbourhood Plan Delivery and Monitoring Group (DMG)  

None 

c. Councillor’s Questions. 

None 

 

26/61 COMMITTEES  

a. To receive reports from committees 

None 

b. Councillor’s Questions. 
None 
 

26/62  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME:  

There were no further public questions relating to matters discussed on the agenda  
 

26/63 COUNCILLORS QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS 
Cllr. C. Wise asked for a summary of the recent NAG meeting and whether police representatives had 
attended. The Chair reported that PCSOs attended but police officer attendance remained a concern 
because of resource pressures. The meeting had also been attended by wardens and parish 
representatives. The Chair said the matter would be raised again with the neighbourhood inspector 
and that the inspector would be asked to attend the next meeting. Parking enforcement on Horton 
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Road was also noted. The Chair suggested Cllr. B. Picot should link the new Speed Watch work with the 
Wraysbury Speed Watch representatives and attend NAG meetings where relevant. 

ACTION: Chair/ward councillors to continue raising police attendance and neighbourhood resource 

concerns through NAG and with the neighbourhood inspector. 

Cllr. I. Thompson reported vandalism in the village, including another broken telephone-box window, 
damage to shop windows and broken diamond-leaded windows at the old council office. He asked that 
suspicious activity and incidents be reported to the police so they are logged. 

The Chair referred to the Borough's Public Spaces Protection Order relating to catapults and expressed 
concern about practical enforcement without sufficient police resources. 

 

26/64 DATE FOR THE NEXT MEETING 

 The date of the next meeting will be MONDAY 13th JULY 2026.  

 
Meeting closed at 9.15pm 
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