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Hotel will no longer
house asylum seekers

Datchet: Government confirms residents will move o_ut by end of May

By Adrian Williams Home Office, wrote: “I am writing challenges across the system’.
adrianw@haylismedia.co.uk to inform you that the Home Of- “We have taken action to ad-
@RdrianW_BM fice is terminating the contract dress these challenges by re-

A ' with The Manor Hotel... as starting asylum processing and es-
Asylum seekers will no longer be  asylum accommodation. tablishing the new Border Se-
staying in the Manor Hotel in “[1 can] confirm it will cease curity Command, but we cannot
Datchet after May this year, the  peing used before the end of May  resolve all the challenges
Government has said. 9025, reflecting the contractual no- overnight,” he wrote.

The hotel’s housing of asylum tice period of this property. “Tt remains the Home Office’s |
seekers has Jong been controver- “Any residents currently accom- commitment to reduce the costs of |
sial, with villagers hitting out at  modated in the hotel will be asylum accommodation, including {
the ‘undemocratic’ decision to moving to other parts of our ~ ending the use of asylum hotels. -
place them there in 2022, asylum estate and we aim to com-  “However, the size of the ex- '

There were concerns that new  plete all relocations in advance of isting backlog means we need to
a';nvais ceu;ld -‘gve_rlo'ai’ localser- the final closure date. continue to use hotels in the
vices and that there would be an - “Residents will be notified a meantime.”

increase in anti-social behaviour— minimum of five days in advance _ Upon receiying the letter, Mr |

though police did state two and moved by the Home Officein  Rankin saidina statement that |
months later that there was o line with our existing contractual  this was ‘great news for the vil-

crime reported that directly agreements.” lage of Datchet’ and will help alle-
relates to that hotel’. Mr Rymer also said the Govern-  viate the concerns of busi- |

The former Conservative Royal ment ‘inherited an asylum system nesspeople and residents who
Borough administration was also  hich is under exceptional strain, faced an influx of asylum seekers |
not keen, partly because of the it tens of thousands of cases in ‘thrust on their community with
shortmotice nature of the decision the asylum backlog and a range of next to no notice.’
coming directly from the Home Of- _ :

g:;’ Wlthout giving the councila The Manor Hotel.

Former leader Andrew Johnson
described the Manor Hotel as ‘the
most unsuitable location to host
asylum seekers’.

The hotel continued to be used
for asylum seekers until the ar-
rangement ended in early 2024,

But in late October, Windsor MP
Jack Rankin was told by the Home
Office that the village hotel will be
used again with immediate effect
due to a lack of capacity.

Mr Rankin described it as an
‘outrageous decision from the
Home Office’ and wrote to the
Home Secretary and raised the
issue in Parliament.

However, it now looks as though
asylum seekers will not be there
much longer.

In a letter shared by Mr Rankin
on Tuesday, Tim Rymer, deputy
director of adult and family
asylum accommodation at the




